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Black Hebrew ‘messiah’ moderates his stance l

“From 47th Btreet and from
Dimona there s a different view
of lsrael. We've been here for
eleven years and something has
rubbed off. Our position has been
moderated. [ s8¢ the community
a4 a flower that will blossom and
be beaut{fsl unto the landacape
of Israel. I feel we have a lot to
contribute to the 8tate."

Ben-Aml Carter
Boptember 1980

DIMONA. — Ben-Ami Carter, self-
proclaimed messiah of the Black
Hebrew cuit, has changed his tune
— at least publicly. Militantly anti-
white, antl-8emitic,, and antl-Israel
for almost a decade, he saya today
he {s willing to let his male followera
Join the Iarael Defence Forces and
vote In natlonal elections — {f the
government agrees to the
recommendations made by a com-
. miasion headed by David Glass MK,
That report, commissioned 'i{n
August 1078 and submitted to the
Interior Miniater in June 1080,
suggests that Iarael settle the Black
Hebrews on a plece of Negev land
and eventually give them perma-
nont residence visas, In return,
Carter wlll. stop the flow of new
rocruits from America whioh have
ovor the years has awelled the quit's
ranks from a fow hundred to an es-
timated 2,000, o
Gone is the fanatical evangellst
who lald claim to the Land of Iarael
“to the fulleat extent of its biblical
boundaries,” -and ac d "those
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palign his followers ran In the U.8.,
which Included calls for an
economic boycott of American-
Jewish businesses and a con-
greasional ban on aid to Israel.

Today Carter.is the reasonable,
conciliatory black American
preacher, leader of a amall bank of
refugees from the ghettos of
America who want nothing more
than to tend their vegetable
patches, work hard, and contrlbute
to the Btate of Israel,

Is he sincere? S8ome members of
the local and International prens, as
well as some ‘American Jewish
organizatlons, belleve that the once
belligerent black nationallat has un-
dergone a genulne change of at-
titude. Carter himself writes off his
past condemnation of the Btate of
Israel as simply an effort to
‘‘procipitate .some Intereat In the
community, as we were seeking
relief from the hardships,” Actual-
ly, he adds as a justitication, “‘we
ware not a0 much condemning the
Btate as what was happening to us
here,"

Many of the Iaraelis and
Amerijcana 'tamillar with the oult,
howover, descrlbe Carter ax a
clever pragmatist, atill privately
convinced that his mission fs to
“‘establish the Kingdom of God in
Jerusalem, North Eaat Africa and

who call themselves Jowa'! of steal-
Ing the {dentlty, culture, History and
language of.the Hebrew Iaraelites,
No. more is the former. Chicago
truok-driver declaring that a
millon more Black Hobrews are

roady to ‘‘come home'’ to Israel, or:

‘predicting that ‘after a perlod of
catastrophe, peatilence, and famine
the Black Hebrews wlll be restored
te Qod's tavour and world
loadershlp. - P )

Gono also are charges of Israeli
raclam, and the antl-8emitic cam-

o a gulding light for the

. Afrioan continent." They belleve he

i atill {indootrinating his followers
with a hatred for whitea and Jewa,

-, . What ‘motivates Carter today,

they aay, {s that time {8 running out.

-To combat challenges tohisauthorl-
ty; booat.morale, and atem com.’
‘plalnts about the overcrowding and

financlal hardship, he needs to

doubtedly been ditffcult for Carter.
When Armaggedon did not occur an
he predicted in September 1077,
some leaders of the group defected
— among them Tommy and Hazel
Whittield who have recorded their
experiences as Black Hebrews ina
soon-to-be-published book and in an
NBC-TV documentary. Non-leaders
have also left — many more,
observers feel, than Carter is will-
Ing to admit. 8torles of a llfe-atyle
similar to the People's Temple cult
In Jonestown, Guyana, which began
to fllter back to the preas in late
1978, have since become more
widespread.

In addition, residents of Dimona
and Arad, furious because the
government has not solved the
““Black Hebrew problem'' —
members of the cylt are stil] living
40 to a room in varlous apartments,
cauaing sewage to overflow and
property values to decline — have
taken the law Into their own hands.
It ls now very difflcult for Carter to
rent fluts to house his followera.

New reports have surfaced about
malnutrition, poor education and iI-
legal use of Amerloan paspports.
Some members of Carter's
organization in Chicago have been
jalled for fraud and theft, The police
have apparently complled a new
sgcret report recommending depor-
tation of some Black Hebrews

" .whom they descrlbe as wanted

* American criminals,

Lven more alarming to Carter,
.after he successfully convinced
' Qlass that the answer ia a settle-
“mont and permbnent ‘restdence

visas, are the rumours that Interior
3y Miniater Yosef Burg disagrees with
.: the recommendations made by his

wrest major concesslons from the: ., follow. NRP member.

Isracll ‘government — even {f thie.
price {a public moderation of his ex.
tromist views. .

Tho past’ three’' years have un-

It is definltely. advantageous to
- the cult, aay the Black.Hebrews'
critles, to present & new tmage to

the Israell public, Carter's ,

vocabulary 18 now dotted with
words like ‘‘co-exist’’ and such
phrases as ‘‘contributing to the
state’” and ‘‘doing whatever is re-
quired of us citizens.'' The man who
previously took his case to such in-
ternational figures as Richard Nix-
on, Henry Kisaslnger, Kurt
Waldheim, Leonid Brezhnev and Idi
Amln, now describes his battle with
the Israeli government as *'a family
problem, llke between Guah
Emunim and the government, and
Natorel  Karta and the
government."

Carter {naists that his moderate
new stance was born of the purest of
motivea. 'I've been with you for 11
years,”' he sayas. ‘‘I've learned
something about you. I'm a little
closer to you. I understand you
better. And I'm not as extreme. I
don't want this roof to fall down.”

After years of being ignored by
the government, he recelved “with
unreatrained joy'* the Glass report
which devotes 147 pages to deacrib-
ing the cult and assessing what the
country should do with ita followers,
Cartor commends the Knessot
Member frequently for his in-depth
research, {mpreased that he reach-
ed his conclusions after numerous
Interviews conducted not only In
Israel but in the U.8. Carter, infact,

{8 Glass' foremost champlon these

daya.

‘‘The anly thing that we had some
reservations about was the loca-
tlon of the village which Glass
recommended,’ sald Carter. “We
didn't feel that Ramat Hovav is a
very good area because of this great
chemical complex being built there
and the intentions to use that area to
store waste chemicals from allover
Israel, We're famillar naturally
with Love Canal, Niagara Falla,
where they burled ali those
chemlioals and they kept
penetrating untll they entered into
the h and bodlea of the peop!t
We had ecologista from the Univer-

_ (Conttnued on page slx)
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BLACK HEBREWS

tCimtinued from page one)

Sity of the Negev check the site put

wd they said, "don’t touch it~
UWe would have preferred an
nrrleultural aettiement, but there

arain we understood one of the
proviema was the high amount of in-
vestment that would be required for
anch o farge community. And it
waan't our Intention to cause any
smdue hardship upon Iaracl or the
vitizens. 8o what happened ia that
thev decided to establiah more of a
village, i to give us n little piece
of fand to allow ud to express
aurselves in organic farming, and
this we can underatand and even
this we arcepted

"roudly Carier adds that in his
report, Glass “‘completely ex-
oncrated ** the cult of charges, first
reported by The Jerusalem Post in
January, 1978, ol myaterlous dia-
appearances. Imprisonment of
those who dely group laws,
beatinga, child abuse, and confisca-
tion of pasaporta.

tin actuaiity Giass writes that
after interviewing one Black
Hebrew woman Imprisoned in Neve
Tirza, and two of the Black
Hebrewa' Jewiah neighbours, "'the
Committee is unable to declde if
there I8 any truth in the ac-
cusationa.” To this he adds, as a
footnote, that an ex-cult member in
New York spoke of a ‘‘regime of
tear and terror'’ and deacribed the
Rlack Hebrews' long-term goal aa
Cearrying out many evil deeds like-

Iv to canse Injury to laracl, ila
character and independence.”’)

Nonethelesa, Carter inafsted that
“all of these things were lhormnghly
investigated and were found not to
he true, entirely without baasia.** He
then gencrously went on to aay that
it there s Indeed A pollce report
which lista individuals with
criminal background living in the
community, he ia all for “'giving
them a chance to leave."

=1 would like to say that because
someone haa atolen some uranfum
from some French ships is not a
veason for everyone to declare that
the Jowlsh rnce is a race of war
mongrers,” he stated. "'If there are
individunla of crliminal background
they should state this and refer to
them as criminats and not to the en-
tire community. They are judging
us. I see them using the same tac-
tics againat ua that they were using
agalnst Jews in Germany preceding
and after the Second World War.
Firat of all character assassination,
mnaking it look like we are a threat
to this and a threat to that. I hear
the same things that they used
against you when they began to ac-
tually go Into the Holocaust. I saw
them preaent the [fst of the
criminals. We can sit down and |
belleve work out something.""

What Carter does not say, of
courae, 8 that all of the cult
membera have taken new names
and destroyed as many links to thelr
past lives as poasible. Ident!fying a

Black Hobrew womon,

particular cult member, unicaa he
or she has been arrested for com-
mitting a crime locally, Ia virtually
Imposaible.

As another example of the cult's
wlllingness to meet the government
“half way' if it results in a scttle-
ment and permanent residonce’ is
Carter’s flrm pledge to stop bring-
Ing n new recruita. Although it is
forbldden to number ouraelves,'
Carter currently admits to having
aa many as 1,400 followers living in
Iarael -— the same population count
he gave one and a half years ago.
Jews {n Arad and Dimona, who in-
sist new members regularly arrive,

estimate the Black Hebrew popula.
tion as approximately 2,000.

I wholehoartedly agreed that on
the beginning of the government
applylng the (Giass) recommen-
dations, showing the community
some good will, we would not allow
anyone else to join ua, Not an Iinfant,
not a tot, not a brother or siater.
That point would be the cut-off,”
Carter said.

'l never sald -anything about
bringing tens of thousands of Black
Hebrews to Iarael, not once In any
Interview have I ever atated that.
Posaalbly my spokesmen did. But I
never had any intention of bringing

(Micha Bar-Am)

them. First of all thore aren't any
tens of thousands of Black
American Iaraelites that desire to
come, secondly we have no ways or
meana of bringing them here. That
would certalnly have to be an act of
God Almighty.”

Instoad, the mossiah plans to
scarch locally for new souls to save.
On that sensitive aubject, so noar
and dear to the hearta of the
Natlonal Religlous Party of which
both Glass and Burg are members,
Carter offera no olive branches.

*'We won't convert. If they are
already Israclites, there is no
matter of converalon, just a matter

of turning from a path that lcada
unto death to a path that turns Into
Hght. 1 don't think that Burg or
Glnaa, being men of religion, would
nak us not to go out and try to con-
vince Iaraclis that our-path s the
correct one. I feel that what we are
snying needs to be heard thoroughly
and investigated. When thore 1a a
closer relatlonship between ua and
the Iaraell people, there will be a
desire on behalf of them to allow
what we are saying to be put to the
teat and glven a chance,' he said.

“'There may be already a dozen
Jewlsh people from all over Israel
who are aympathetic tous. They are
not [{ving here in Dimona, but we
would consider them part of the
community.” .

During the almost two years it
took Glasa to prepare his report,
Carter and the cult were un-
characteristically qulet and
rostrained, They adhered strictly to
the agreement made with members
of thq American Jowish community
to “'refrain from critical comment
In the media,” though thelr attack
on Israel continues in other torms.
8ince the report was prosented,
they have acted Mke modol citizsons
and made numerous pro-Israell

" statements, What will happen 1f

Burg rejects Glass’' recommon-
dations?

Carier is confident that a solution
{s in the offing.

‘“The pressuros now are so in-
tense that the nelghbours are
becoming much more violent in
thelir thinking againat the Interior
Ministry, and whether they want to
or not, it will apill over Into a con-
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trontation with the community.
ke what has happened recently
with the apartments. Now they arg
telling everyone .to rent us no
apartments, What will we do? Be
owt In the fields somewhere? We
have no place to go, no place to
Hve,'

The group still- haa frienda in
Africa - a guest book includes
slgnatures of supporters who
recently visited Dimona from
Liberta, Ghana, and Ethiopia, And
the group's fate still ¢oncérns the
American black communlty so
much that last month leaders mot
with Iaracl’s Ambassador to the
U.8. in New York.

""Ta deport us after 11 years of be-
Ing here and 13 years away {rom the
States would be more than a
notion,’" warned Carter. ‘'Black
America would not stand for ft, and
there would be §ntense international
pressure on the State of Israel,

“I never suggested that there
would bo any mass sujclde here, but
I would say that In reality it would
be a tragedy for overyone Involved
it they would send the Army down
onus. We have no Intentiona of com-
mitting any mass suloldo, but we've
beeon out of the Statoa for 13 years.
Our childron from 13 yoars and un-
der know nothing about slavery,
Negroes, and we certainly have no
intention of thelr being cast back
into the pita of hell, They've beoen
born In Israel, ralsed {n Israel. This
is all that they know and no one I8
ever golng to make them slaves.'
(This is the second of a continuing
saries of articles. The first
appeared on Friday, October 10.)



