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Black Hebrews ‘duped’ Glass panel f

“We aren't interested {n what
pnen an inxlde the Black Hebrew
communily ... Our job {8 to find
a solution that will put an end lo
the friction which haa arisen in
Dimona  between the Israclis
and the Bluck Hebrews."

— Zvl Zilker, mayor of Ashdod
and a member of the Glass Com-
misston, January 1978

The Glass Commission report's
tallure to serfously investigate the
Black Hebrews' way of life worrles
Americans and Israclis famiiiar
with the cult and frightens former
members.

Those who have read the 147-page
study of the community, its hiatory,
its {declogy and {ta 12-year
relationship with the Btate of Israel
are most impreased with the
thorough research done by MK
David Glass and his three
colleagues. “'In all,’” writes Glaas In
the preface to his report, “'we heard
opintons and evidence from 85 peo-
ple, read extensive background
materinl, research studies, sur-
veys, letters, preaa clippings, and
other material relevant to the sub-
ject.'”

Everyone compliments the com-
mittee for its comprehensive
analysls of the problem and (.5
posaible solutions, as well as its ab-
solute condemnation of the
government‘s inept dealings with
the community,

.~ And no one understands how the
team, which spent 20 months, at the
taxpayer's expense, probing "all”
aspects of the Black Hebrew
problem — a probe that entalled a
trip to the U.8. — virtually ignored
chargos that quostion the cult's
vajucs, behaviour and control
systems, No one cen understand
how the commilttee reached its con-
clusions — settling the Black
Hobrews In a village and giving
them permanent realdence visas —
without Interviowing any of the
numerous defectors currently llv-
ing in Israel.

‘*Glasa correctly realized that the
Black Hebrews are a cult, and
therefore cannot be judged by the
norms applicable to other social
groups,’ said an American who has
read the report. ''And then he
decided that the Black Hebrews are
a healthy, happy lot and dismisaes
as ‘apparently unfounded’ charges
of abuse and threats. How? By in-
terviewing two Jews from Dimona,
one Black Hebrew woman jalled for
theft, and ‘hundreds’ of Biack
Hobrews — as if a group living Ina
community charadterized by that
kind of rogime would be free to
speak oponly, or ls capable of
apeaking openly.

*Had he bothered to travel one
hour from his office, in various
dirootlons, he oould have talked to
formor oult mombers. They would
have given him a much differont

lcture and Information that would

ave made it impoasible for him to
reach tho conclusiona he did."”

“'By rofusing to como to terma
with the real nature of the cult,
Glana has done Isracl a groat dis-
sorvice,'" sald an American in.
volved in helping ‘‘clean up’’ the
‘aftormath of Jonestown. ''His
‘rocommendations are based on
only some of the facts. Bo what
scoms llke a ‘logical, humane,
Jewlsh' aolution today may well
load to disastor in five years.'

Glass' only firm supporter theso
days {s Ben-Ami Carter, who
Dimona residents claim cleverly

‘‘anowed’’ the MK with his
“‘reasonable’’ new stancoe, threats
of mass sulclde and stirting up any.
isracl sentiment in the American
biack community. Of the three
American Jewlsh organizations
which, in 1978, pressured by U.8.
black leaders, urged Interior
Miniater Yosef Burg to immediate-
ly adopt a fair solution to the
problem, only the American Jewlsh
Congresa officially endorses the
Glass recommendations. The
American Jewish Committee has
made ""no formal responsc’’ and the
Anti-Defamation League is saying
that “'in the laat analysis the Iaraell
government must take whatever
action aufts its own best interests.”
But aspokeamen for both
organizations also laud Glass for
finally moving the Interfor Ministry
townrds a solution to the more than
decade-old problem.

Privately, however, saome
American Jewish officiala in Israel
are becoming concerned about
Glass's recommendations, which
parallel so closcly those they jointly
proposed In 1978 — ‘‘before we
knew what we know today,'' sald
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one concerned official. Aa defec-
tions from the cult mount, and ad-.
ditional reports of unusual and ex-
treme behaviour are recorded, sen-
ding all Black Hebrews to an
{solated scttlement appears less
than an ideal solution.

“We would llke to take a look at
that secrot police report which
details criminals and criminal ac-
tivity in tho group,' msaid ono of the
officlals, ‘*We have nover been able
to challenge the black American's
picture of the cult as peace-loving,
a clean-cut group of black Jowa be-
Ing persecuted for no reason by the
racist Israells.”

Particularly unnerving to all In-
volved with the Black Hebrews is
Glass’ apparent willingness to re-
quire all cult membera to settle in
the village.

‘1 grant that because of inter-
national politics and the tallure of
the government to deal with this
problem effoctively, you probably
have to give Carter his settlement,"
said an American official. ‘‘But you
should at the same time try to
defuse, not strengthen, Cartor's
hold over the lives of 2,000 people.
Why ia there no provision for giving
permanent residence to those who
aro willing to loave the cult? Or who
have already left it but don't want
to roturn to the U.B.? Facod only
with the choloo of golng back to the
ghetto, they may choose Carter.'

An eox-oult membor added:
‘‘Glass just played right Into
Cartor's hands, 8o did the pollce in
Ellat when they arrested all the
former Black Hebrews for llving
thero {llegally. Carter and his
aldekicks scare potential defectors
— nnd thero are maybo 200 who
would ieave right now — into stay-
ing. They teil them that they can't
tunction outside of Dimona. They
tell them: 'You'll have to roam the
atroots, soll your body, ateal and eat
junk food. But if you stay with us,
nothing will happen to you. No one
ever geta doported from Dimona.’

"It the government {mplements
the Glass Commiasion's
recommendatlons, Carter can hold

all those people hebe by aaying, ‘It
you don't stay with us; it's hello
Chicago, pimps, and dope pushers,’ *'
the former member sald. .

Glass’s 'most vehement critics’
are the residents of Arad and
Dimona, as well as those familiar
with the People's Temple tragedy.!
They insist that Glasa Is wrong fol'J
letting Carter continue to blackmafl’
Israc! with hia threats, They charge’
that the MK no more comes to grips
with Taraci's Black Hebrew
problem than did Interior Minister
Yone! Burg, who dealt with the cult
for 10 years by pretending it didn’t'
exiat. They reject the committee'n
conclusion that it 18 no longer possi<
ble to deport the Black Hebrews.

Do you want to know how to
deport them?' aska Amit Karnf, a
member of the Arad Citizens Com-
mittce. “Read the police report that
Glass quotes trom. It's all outlined,
alang with a programme on how to
combat any resulting unfavourable
public opinfon. Unlike Glass, the
police know blackmall when they
ace {t, and they aren't willing to
submit to 1t.

‘“The settlement idea isn’t prac.
tical anyway. Given the Black
Hebrews' history, what makes
Glass think that they are going to be
happy with that settlement? What
makes Glass think they aren't go-
ing to demand more and more?
What makes Glass think Cartor is
really golng to stick to his
promises?’’ Karnl asks,

A former Black Hebrew laughs at
Glasa' ‘'naive’” beliet that, once
granted legal status, the law en-
forcement authorities In thia coun-
try will be able to keep the cult un-
der survelllance.

“You are dealing with a master-
mind and a criminal mind,” sald
C.L. ""He's boen inflltrating people
into the country, right past airport
authorities, for 10 years. He's got
the whole governmont kow-towing,
taking him soriously. What a joke.
Don't they reallze he's a lar, a
pimp, a con-man? The truth {sn't in
him. He's not fit to load anybody.
Why legitimize what he's doing?"

An American-lsraslt journaliat,

who has done research on the Black
Hehrews, was working for a 8an
Francisco newspaper when 800
members of the Pcople’'s Temple
committed sulcide. Amazed by the
parallels he found botween the two
cults, the reporter wrote to Yehuda
Avner, an aide to Prime Minister
Begin, warning that mass murder
— "“That's really what it was'' —
could also occur in Israel.
- “There were also wishy-washy
liberals on my paper who didn't
think it was important that ono of
our newsmen should accompany
the late Congrosaman Leo Ryan (he
was killed by the cult) on his faot-
finding tour to Jonostown.

“'What galls me is not the govern.
ment, which makes mistakos about
everything, or bureaucrats who
waffle rather than take respon-
aibility for a strong action. It'a
liberais ilke Glass, who make

.things worae with their llve-and-let-

live attitude. They are well.
intentioned, but In the end, they do
the most harm.

“The Black Hebrews have no
rights here. And they have nothing
to do with Israel,' he continued.
“The sooner they are thrown out
the better. Some say that
something bad !s going to happen if
we deport them. Well, something
worse is going to happen {f we
don't."” (Last of four articles.)
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